(19) 



J 



europeiacnaa nwmimi 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen de« brevet* 



iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiii>i(g) 

EP 0 719 674 A3 



(12) 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

28.05.1W7 Bulletin 1997/22 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

03.07.1906 Bulletin 1996/27 

(21) Application number: 95650048.2 

(22) Date of filing: 07.12.1995 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(51) mtci * B60Q 3/02 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 
D£ FR GB IT SE 

(30) Prionty. 30.12.1994 US 367844 

(71) Applicant: DONNELLY CORPORATION 
Holland Michigan 49423 (US) 

(72) Inventors: 

• Boa, Brant J. 
Zealand, Michigan 49464 (US) 



• Forbea, Stephen J. 
Wyoming, Michigan 49509 (US) 

• VeMman, Roger L. 
Holland, Michigan 49423 (US) 

(74) Representative: Coyle, Philip Aldan et al 
F. R. KELLY & CO. 
27 Clyde Road 
Bel (abridge 
Dublin 4 (IE) 



(54) Vehicle inatrumentation/conaoie lighting aeeembly 



(57) Interior vehicle instrumentation and/or console 
lighting is provided by an interior rearview mirror assem- 
bly 10 incorporating one or more non- incandescent, di- 
rected, low level, low power, non-glare producing light 
emitting sources 90. The source(s) illuminate one or 
more portions of the vehicle interior such as the instru- 
mentation or controls in the instrument panel or console 
area. The light emitting sources) may be mounted on 
or wrthin the mirror case or on or within the mirror sup- 
port, separate from any conventional incandescent 



lamp or lamps 68a. 68b which may be mounted in the 
minor assembly to provide general interior lighting. Al- 
ternately, the light emitting source can be mounted on 
or within an interior vehicle lamp assembly such as a 
dome lamp, rail lamp, or the like. Preferably, the light 
emitting source is a solid state lamp such as a light emit- 
ting diode, is controlled via the ignition switch and/or a 
rheostat/dimmer switch, and most preferably provides 
a maximum illumination of about 0.2 to 4.0 lux at 22 to 
26 inches. 
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